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Reply to Office Action of May 19, 2005 

Amendments to the Drawings: 

The attached sheet of drawings includes changes Fig. 2. This sheet replaces the original 
sheet including Fig 2. In Figure 2, Applicant claimed the location of element 60. 


Attachement: Replacement Sheet 

Annotated Sheet Showing Changes 
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Application No. 10/673,809 02-ASD-271 (EM) 

Amendment dated 08/18/2005 

Reply to Office Action of May 19. 2005 

REMARKS 

S 102 rejection 

Claims 1-2, 4-12, 14-20 and 22-27 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,659,471 to Mori ("Mori"). Applicant respectfully traverses 
this rejection. 

The Examiner asserted that reference numeral 18 in Mori corresponds to the 
claimed strain distributor Applicant respectfully disagrees. Reference numeral 18 in Mori is 
a metallic beaded plate that forms part of a solid gasket 1 . The "end lug 4" of the solid 
gasket 1 is formed by joining a tip face 15 on the solid gasket 1 with a tri-face area 27 via a 
bonding agent 3, Rather than being embedded in a common region of the one-piece seal, 
the solid gasket 1 has a small tip portion that is merely inserted into a tri-face area 27 of a 
fluid gasket 2 (see, e.g-, col. 4, lines 27-39). Clearly, it is impossible for the solid gasket 1 in 
Mori to distribute any strain throughout the fluid gasket 2 when only a tiny portion of the 
solid gasket 1 actually contacts the fluid gasket 2. Thus, the tip face 15 of the solid gasket 1 
cannot be considered a strain distributor at all, much less one that is embedded in any other 
seal component. 

The claimed invention, by contrast, has a strain distributor that is embedded in a 
common region of the seal. To clarify this fact, Applicant has amended Figure 2 to explicitly 
show the strain distributor 60 embedded within the common region (not numbered) from 
which the first, second and third portions 52, 54, 56 extend. This change is supported by the 
originally-filed specification and claims and therefore does not constitute new matter. 

Because Mori does not show any strain distributor that is embedded in a common 
region like the claimed invention, Mori fails to anticipate claims 1-2, 4-12, 14-20 and 22-27. 
Withdrawal of the rejection is therefore respectfully requested. 

§ 103 rejection 

Claims 3, 13 and 21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent No. 6,712,365 to Barinaga et al. ("Barinaga"). Applicant respectfully 
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traverses this rejection. Because claims 3, 13 and 21 are dependent claims, the response 
below assumes that the Examiner meant to reject claims 3, 13 and 21 as being 
unpatentable over Mori in view of Barinaga. Adding Barinaga to Mori fails to teach the 
claimed invention because neither Mori nor Barinaga show a strain distributor that is 
embedded in a central common region like the claimed invention. Claims 3, 13 and 21 are 
therefore patentable, and withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required 
or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 05-0275. 



Respectfully submitted 


Dated; 08/18/05 


Anna M. Shih 
Registration No. 36,372 
Eaton Corporation 
26201 Northwestern Hwy. 
P. O. Box 766 
Southfield, Ml 48037 
(248) 226-6821 
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